
                                                                                      

PROGRESSION CHART FOR RWI PHONICS 

Group Progress 
Expectation 

To progress into the next group children need to… 

Group A 
 

Reception Autumn 
1 

Read the first 16+ set 1 sounds 

Group B Reception Autumn 
1 
 

Read 26+ sounds and blend sounds into words orally 
 

Group C 
 

Reception Autumn 
2 
 

Read all set 1 single letter sounds with speed  
Read words with these sounds in using fred talk 
 

Ditty Reception Spring 1 Read all set 1 single letter sounds and special friends sounds with speed. 
Read words with these sounds in using fred talk (3 sounds in word) 
Read 3 sound nonsense words using fred talk 
 

Red books Reception spring 2 
 

Read words with 4 and 5 sounds using fred talk 
Read 3 and 4 sound nonsense words with fred talk 
 

Green books Reception summer 
1 

Read words with 4 and 5 sounds speedily 

Purple books Reception summer 
2 
 

Read the 1st 6 set 2 sounds (ay, ee, igh, ow, oo, oo) speedily 
Read words with these sounds using fred talk 
Read words with 4 and 5 sounds speedily 

Pink books Year 1 Autumn 2 
 

Read all set 2 sounds speedily 
Read words with these sounds using fred talk 
Read words with 4 and 5 sounds and first 6 set 2 sounds speedily  

Orange books Year 1 spring 1 
 

Read set 2 sounds in nonsense words 
Read words with set 2 sounds speedily 

Yellow books Year 1 spring 2 
 

Read set 3 sounds ea, oi, a-e, i-e, o-e, u-e speedily 
Read these sounds in words, including nonsense words 
Read a passage at 60+ words per minute 

Blue books Year 1 summer 2 
 

Read all set 3 sounds speedily 
Read set 3 sounds in words, including nonsense words 
Read a passage at 70+ words per minute 

Grey books Year 2 Autumn 1 
 

Read all set 3 sounds in nonsense words 
Read multi-syllabic words speedily` 
Read a passage at 80+ words per minute 

Comprehension group 
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